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AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix ready to race

· Timetable for AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix from 10 to 12 August 2018 finalised
· About 100 days to go until the classics festival starts at the Nürburgring
· Sponsors and partners commit to tradition-steeped event

The opening events of many racing series in the classics scene in spring mark a starting signal for the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix from 10 to 12 August 2018 as well: the key details have been established and all the major partners have confirmed their participation for this year again. The timetable has been finalised too, covering a huge range of motorsport with 15 racing classes and regularity tests. Although about 100 days will still pass before the most important historic racing weekend in Continental Europe begins the start to this year has already been promising. At the beginning of the year the series participating in the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix are presenting themselves with full fields and fascinating vehicles, so auguring well for a brilliant 46th edition of the motorsport festival of historic racing cars. Current information and news and key details for participants can be obtained on the official homepage at www.avd-ogp.de.

An important enhancement of the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix (OGP) programme is the even greater diversity of motorsport eras to be featured at the Nürburgring. This year the time journey will extend from the meeting of the pre-war cars to the modern GTs in the Porsche Carrera Cup Deutschland. At the beginning of the year some of the absolute highlights of the programme have been whetting the appetite of enthusiasts for the meeting at the Nürburgring. For instance, the racing series under the umbrella of the British Masters organisation met for round one of the season at Imola from 22 to 22 April and two dozen entrants in the field of the FIA Masters Historic Formula One Championship thrilled the spectators. The other fields were impressive as well – not least, the more than 40 GTs in the Gentlemen Series made for plenty of on-track action. Competing in the AvD OGP as well will be the FIA Masters Historic Sports Cars, plus – as a new part of the programme – the ‘Masters Endurance Legends’ with their sportscar prototypes. They will put the focus on endurance racing and be perfectly complemented by a traditional AvD OGP highlight: the race of the two-seaters and GTs up until 1960/61. Also perfectly matching them will be the Porsche Carrera Cup Deutschland as a flagship of modern GT racing to be seen at the Nürburgring. With 29 entrants that competed in the season opener at Oschersleben in mid-April it will cause quite a sensation on the race track. Also part of the programme: the FCD Racing Series for GTs and former Challenge cars from Ferrari. 

Flashback to motorsport ‘made in Germany’ 
The prospects for the other highlights of the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix racing programme are positive as well. In the opening event of the Touring Car Classics at Hockenheim Mercedes C-Class and Alfa Romeo 155 battled against BMW M3 and Ford Cosworth: the series that shone with the largest field on the season’s calendar in last year’s AvD OGP is going to take spectators back to the golden days of touring car racing in the DTM again in 2018. Obviously, the popular Revival of the Deutsche Rennsport-Meisterschaft (DRM) is part of the programme again as well. Two teams whose legendary vehicles have numbered among the most popular photo subjects of the weekend in recent years will be on board again too.  Both the Kremer racing team with its classic Porsche racing cars and the Berlin-based Mücke team with the legendary DRM Ford Capri are in the process of preparing for their participation. 

New opportunities outside the sporting classifications
The AvD OGP programme for drivers not wishing to participate in sporting competitions has also been made more attractive once again. The classics festival is now offering two new opportunities to them. One of them is a ‘Pre-War Cars Meeting’ at which the participating veterans will be shown in the historic paddock away from the racing activities and otherwise ‘be taking it easy’ throughout the weekend. At the AvD OGP Trackday on Friday (10 August) the organisers are offering a clearly reduced special rate for participants that also contest the races and regularity tests of the AvD OPG. Additional information at:  https://ogp-trackday.de.

Partners: tradition-steeped Isdera marque joins circle of partners
[bookmark: _GoBack]The partners of the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix have remained loyal to the event as well. All of last year’s key sponsors have continued their commitments, including the tradition-steeped Porsche, Jaguar, Alfa Romeo, Volvo and Skoda brands. Isdera, another marque steeped in tradition, has recently joined the circle of partners. In addition, the event is supported by TÜV Rheinland, Vredestein, Ravenol, Classic Data and official timekeeper Junghans. Media partner Motor Klassik will again publish the popular special-edition magazine this year. 
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