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The Nürburgring makes single-seater history come alive

· FIA Masters Formula One Championship to showcase icons of the ‘Cosworth era’
· Historic Grand Prix Cars: British series to feature even greater range in 2018
· The world champions’ driving school: Formula 3 with original cars of the world stars

Revolutions in technology and stories of heroes: there’s hardly a discipline that intertwines these topics as closely as single-seater racing does. At the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix they will come alive again. From 10 to 12 August 2018 the successful and less successful solutions engineers of the past came up with can be marvelled at as well as the former cars driven by world stars. In four different fields the history of single seaters will be illuminated more comprehensively than anywhere else.  Examples include the Grand Prix cars up until 1965 that will take visitors back to the early days of Formula 1 and even to its predecessors, or the two racing series that cultivate historic junior racing: the FIA Lurani Trophy with its Formula Junior cars from 1958 to 1963 will show the transition from front to rear engine concepts. Formula 3 from 1964 to 1984 will display the history of what is arguably the most important junior series for German racing drivers in which most of the world stars of the past decades learned their craft. Plus, the pinnacle of racing will obviously be represented as well. In the FIA Masters Formula One Championship the international top category of historic motorsport will present itself at the only German round of the year. The two races of the monoposti with their Ford Cosworth power-plants that are still spectacular today are clearly among the weekend’s highlights. Those wishing to secure their tickets for the event will still be able to take advantage of a 20 per cent early bird discount until 30 June 2018. Details of prices and terms as well as all important information about the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix can be found on the homepage at www.avd-ogp.de. Furthermore, a ticket hotline has been established on 0180 5 311210 (€0.14/minute from a German landline, maximum of €0.42/minute from a mobile phone). 

Only German round of the FIA Masters Formula One Championship
Single seater racing – particularly Formula 1, its top category – has always spearheaded technological development. At the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix evolutions and revolutions of the past will come alive again. The official FIA Championship of the Formula 1 cars from 1966 to 1985 for instance documents an exciting period. It was the era of the Ford Cosworth engines that were practically used by the entire Grand Prix field for nearly 20 years. As the power-plants were a ‘staple’ for most of the teams the engineers came up with quite a few ideas to extract a competitive advantage from them. At that time a number of racing teams that still are legends today first appeared in the limelight. Last year, for instance, a Williams FW07/B driven by the Briton Michael Lyons was in front at the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix. The model, developed for the 1980 season, was the first ground-effects car of the British racing car constructor and is inseparably linked with great successes. Today, the FW07, driven for example by Andretti, Reutemann and Rosberg, again numbers amongst the fastest cars in the field – in 2018 as a hot competitor of the Tyrrell 010. The construction of the Tyrrell was inspired by the FW07. The squad headed by the gruff team principal Ken Tyrrell clinched sixth place in the European constructors’ championship at the time – with drivers like Michele Alboreto among others. By the way, one of its successor models, the Model 012 fielded two years later, with Martin Stretton at the wheel last year, won race two of the FIA Masters Formula One Championship at the Nürburgring. The car presented in 1983 already marked the end of the Cosworth era and was no match for the turbo racing cars emerging back then. By contrast, in today’s historic racing, it numbers amongst the really quick cars. This season, Stretton has again mounted the very top of the FIA Masters podium.

Looking back on Formula 1’s infancy
From a historic perspective, preceding the exciting Cosworth period, is the era from which the vehicles of the Historic Grand Prix Car Association stem. The British racing series is dedicated to early single seater racing, assembling in its fascinating field a unique mix that dates back to the pre-war period when Grand Prix racing formed the top category. Then, in 1950, Formula 1 was introduced as the official international top class from the first decade of which the majority of the participants stem. Here, for instance, the successful Cooper models can be seen which battle for trophies with Lotus, Brabham and Aston Martin. However, the one-two result in the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix in 2017 went to a Ferrari 246 Dino and the legendary Italian marque will again be represented in the field this year. Here – as in other racing series – it is not certain yet who will ultimately choose to be on the grid. After all, the teams are often able to decide whether or not to compete in a subsequent event only after an in-depth post-race inspection. 



Formula Junior: where the world champions learned their craft
Featured on the grid as well and a special treat for connoisseurs: the junior racing series of the past. Two talent incubators caused a sensation from the late 50s onwards. One of them was ‘Formula Junior’ which celebrates its 60th anniversary this year. The fascinatingly simple historic single seaters hark back to Comte Giovanni “Johnny” Lurani. Recognising the fact that a talent incubator for racers was urgently needed, he initiated Formula Junior the first race of which was held in 1958. Today, the FIA Lurani Trophy reminds us of him and the traditionally full field shows how many constructors and teams back then immediately embraced the challenge of building one of these small, agile racing cars. 

Formula 3: first entries received promise historic formula fascination
[bookmark: _GoBack]Formula 3 is a similar success story, albeit one that has had a lasting effect on the motorsport scene up until today. At this year’s AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix two decades of this category will again be represented. The fields, always fully filled in recent years, show that these cars are extremely popular with the drivers. For this edition of the classics festival, some very interesting vehicles associated with famous racers have already been confirmed, for instance the March 713 in which Hannelore Werner used to compete. In 2015, the former car from Eifelland-Racing contested its first event in historic racing – naturally at the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix – after extensive restoration. On the grid as well will be Michael Ringström who won the historic Formula 3 racing series (HRA) in 2016. He will be at the wheel of the Martini MK 42 Alfa Novamotor in which Ivan Capelli won the European championship in 1984. Teo Fabi’s championship-winning car from 1978 – a March 783 Toyota – will be on the grid as well, plus a Ralt RT3 / 83 Alfa Romeo Novamotor that used to be driven by Joachim Winkelhock and Kurt Thiim.
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