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Unique historic motorsport at AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix

· Legendary racing cars on DRM Revival grid
· Emotive highlight: Le Mans vehicles from the 50s on Saturday night
· Singe-seaters, GT and touring cars, sportscars and more: all aspects of historic racing to be watched

The AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix (10 to 12 August 2018) at the Nürburgring will revive memories of legendary racing series and motorsport events. Be it Le Mans or the DTM, Formula 1, the World Sportscar Championship or the racing classics from the early days of motorsport in the 20s and 30s: representatives of nearly all important eras will be found in the Eifel. Special highlights for classics experts and motorsport fans will be the races that can only be watched here. They are not organised by the high-calibre racing series that compete here at the weekend but specifically held for the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix and include the Revival Deutsche Rennsport-Meisterschaft (DRM) for which entries of fascinating vehicles have been received: Porsche 935 vs. Ford Capri and BMW M1, Ford Escort vs. BMW 320 are expected to be pitted against each other again in 2018. The two-seat racing cars and GTs up until 1960/61 will again mark a sportscar highlight: the Le Mans stars from the 50s are going to inspire the genuine atmosphere of endurance racing because that is when the impressive field with classics like Aston Martin DB4, Austin Healey, Lotus Elite, Lola MK1 or Porsche 356A will be driving into the hours of dusk: especially when the racing cars are welcomed with a fireworks display at the finish unforgettable moments are guaranteed. Information about the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix including ticket prices and terms is available on the official homepage at www.avd-ogp.de. Tickets can also be purchased directly by calling the ticket hotline on 0180 5 311210 (€0.14/minute from a German landline, maximum of €0.42/minute from a mobile phone). 
 
When the field of the DRM Revival lines up on the grid at the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix the grandstands are traditionally well filled, as many spectators have vivid memories of the era from 1972 to 1985 when the DTM touring cars and GTs fought their duels. Sitting in the cockpits of the spectacular cars were Germany’s most popular racers at the time. Hans-Joachim Stuck (Champion 1972), Klaus Ludwig (1979 und 1981), Stefan Bellof (1984) or Jochen Mass (1985) are names that still have a ring to them today and their cars can be seen on track here again. In recent years for instance, the Porsches of the Cologne-based Kremer team have been regular entrants. In his day, touring car legend Klaus Ludwig won his first DRM title in a Kremer Porsche 935 K3. The Berlin-based Mücke team has already confirmed its participation in this year’s AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix. Team principal Peter Mücke and his son Stefan with the classics department of their team are again fielding the Group 2 Ford Capri RS3100 and the legendary Zakspeed Ford Capri – a car that used to be driven by Klaus Ludwig. In addition, the racing team from Berlin, which is also highly active in modern GT and single-seater racing, will bring several fascinating show cars plus a Ford Lotus Cortina to the Nürburgring. Other entrants from related series have submitted entries for the revival as well. From the Netherlands a 1981 Alfa Romeo Alfetta GTV6 prepared by Autodelta which used to compete in the Italian championship and in other European races will travel to the Eifel. Entries that will make experts smack their lips also include a Group 5 BMW 320. The original car was driven in 1977 in the DRM by Harald Grohs who contested a world championship round in it with Hans-Joachim Stuck as well. 

Le Mans feeling at the Nürburgring
For the races of the sportscars from the 50s, a number of entries have already been received as well. The two-seat racing cars and GTs up until 1960/61 arguably number amongst the most beautiful motorsport hardware of all time in the eyes of many fans and at the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix these normally closely guarded treasures have the opportunity to prove that they have not lost their racing skills. Daimler-Benz (victory in 1952), Jaguar (1953 and 1955), Scuderia Ferrari (1954, 1958 and from 1960 onwards five years in succession) were the winners at La Sarthe back then and their vehicles are traditionally found on the entry list of this invitation race. The maximum of 50 available slots on the grid are fully booked and the organisers are delighted about the unbroken popularity this event also enjoys with active racers. The reason, not least, is the its unique flair. Not only the completely filled field but also the start on Saturday night that leads into the hours of dusk give an idea of what it was like six decades ago when these cars formed the spearhead of motorsport and their lamps penetrated the night of Le Mans. This year the round (start: 8.30 PM) will again close the programme on Saturday. It is the highlight of the entire event and the culmination of a racing programme that this year puts a clear emphasis on sportscars. In addition to these sportscars from the 50s and the traditional highlight of the FIA Masters Historic Sports Car Championship, the prototypes from the most recent past will be seen from this year onwards, making the earth shake as part of the Masters Endurance Legends. A look at current motorsport will be provided by the Porsche Carrera Cup Deutschland that is going to visit the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix for the first time as well.

Programme covers all eras and racing classes
Naturally, single-seater racing enthusiasts will also get their money’s worth at the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix: the FIA Masters Historic Formula One Championship with Formula 1 cars from 1966 to 1985 will hold its only race in Germany here. Former single-seater classics can be watched as well in the races of the Historic Grand Prix Cars up until 1965 in which the earliest Formula 1 cars will compete. The history of junior racing will be illuminated by the Formula Junior monoposti of the FIA Lurani Trophy and the Formula 3 cars from 1964 to 1984. Last but not least, the touring car and GT races will again be part of the programme. In the ‘Touring Car Classics’ the tremendously popular DTM and ITC race cars from 1984 to 1999 will be on the grid. Their predecessors and ancestors will be competing in the AvD Touring Car and GT Trophy (1947 to 1975) and in the Gentlemen Drivers GT (1947 to 1965). Furthermore, the FCD RacingSeries race, included in the programme for the first time, in which vehicles from the Ferrari Challenge and Ferrari GTs are eligible to race, is going to strike an all-new chord. They will depart from the historic paddock for their regularity tests and tours, providing unique insights into the earliest years of motor racing. Furthermore, their location in the historic pits square from the 20s provides visitors with opportunities for photographs available only at the Nürburgring – because the facility is the world’s oldest still in its original use. 
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