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DTM legends visit AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix

· Touring cars with a history: original cars of the stars from DTM and ITC on the grid
· Notable drivers in Touring Car Classics
· DTM and ITC forebears in other touring car and GT races

When motorsport fans in Germany (and elsewhere) hear ‘DTM’ being mentioned their eyes begin to shine: since the 1980s this touring car series has been at the pinnacle of racing ‘made in Germany’. At the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix the legendary vehicles will celebrate a revival as the ‘Touring Car Classics’ mark the visit of a racing series in which the automotive stars of yesterday can be watched as well as a number of famous racing drivers from that era. So, the grandstands are likely to be full again when the more than 30 vehicles expected from the golden years of DTM, ITC and STW come storming towards the first corner: the BMW M3, Mercedes-Benz 190 and C-Class cars as well as Alfa Romeo 155 in which stars like Klaus Ludwig, Juan Pablo Montoya, Ellen Lohr or Giancarlo Fisichella were sitting in their day evoke emotions and memories. Some of the protagonists who used to turn the steering wheel back then will again take part in the action. They include Harald Grohs and Volker Strycek who clinched the championship title in the DTM’s inaugural year (1984). As part of the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix programme the Touring Car Classics with their vehicles built between 1984 and 1999 will round out a number of races dedicated to touring cars and GT racing which traditionally has strong roots in Germany. It will be represented by vehicles from the post-war generations and fascinate visitors with its wide variety of marques and models. Those who wish to witness the battles between the historic racing cars trackside can purchase their tickets in advance. Information about ticket prices and terms and conditions is available on the homepage at www.avd-ogp.de. Tickets may also be booked directly by calling the ticket hotline on 0180 5 311210 (€0.14/minute from a German landline, maximum of €0.42/minute from a mobile phone). 

The AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix programme features highlights galore: Formula 1 and sportscars, Le Mans legends from the 1950s and DRM cars will be seen as well as pre-war racing cars. However, for many visitors, the vehicles from the DTM and related series are the real stars. From 1984 onwards, they provided touring car racing with new momentum and went on to produce many legends. At the Nürburgring they will be represented in the form of the Touring Car Classics that will be holding their fourth round here, spearheaded by the battle between the DTM cars from 1993 to 1996. This is where the AMG Mercedes C-Class that used to be driven by Montoya and Lohr and the Alfa Romeo 155 V6 TI (ex Fisichella) will be on the grid. Other Class 1 racing cars will be seen again as well. Sitting in the Mercedes-Benz 190E 2.5-16 Evo or BMW M3 Evo 2 were drivers like Kurt Thiim and Johnny Cecotto who from time to time appear as guest entrants in the Touring Car Classics as well. The participation of a number of former DTM and STW racers in the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix has now been confirmed, such as Harald Grohs who will drive his BMW M3 E30. This is exactly the vehicle in which he won the opening race at Hockenheim in 1987 – a triumph that marked the beginning of the winning streak of this most successful touring car of all time. The M3 is one of the stars in the strong field of Group A cars in which ex-DTM drivers Marc Hessel and Christian Menzel for example will share another M3. Highly attractive for touring car fans as well will be the fourth class of the series for STW cars for example. This is where the Opel Vectra sporting a ‘Paulaner’ livery that was prepared for Uwe Alzen will be seen again. An STW Opel Astra will be driven by the first ever DTM champion, Volker Strycek. Vehicles that in their day were only seen outside of Germany will now be directly pitted against each other as well – for instance a 1996 Renault Laguna STW from the BTCC in the UK.

Touring cars and GTs from many eras in the field
[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition to seeing the DTM, ITC and STW touring cars of the Touring Car Classics, visitors can look forward to a number of other fields featuring these attractive vehicles. Obviously, the Revival Deutsche Rennsport-Meisterschaft (DRM) will be one of the crowd-pullers because the Ford Capri and Porsche 911, the BMW 3.0 and BMW M1 from 1972 to 1981 are still impressive – and above all beautiful – cars today. Taking the audience even further back in time will be the races of the Gentlemen Drivers (GT cars from 1947 to 1965) and the AvD Touring Car and GT Trophy (generations 1947 to 1975). They, too, will remind us of great races in which, however, BMW 1800 and 2002, Alfa Romeo 1750 and Giulia or Ford Escort were the protagonists. Following their resounding success last year, two special classifications will again be included in this race in 2018. The Generations Cup is reserved to family teams where fathers/mothers share their cars with their sons/daughters. Furthermore, the Alfa Romeo special classification will again be an enticing competition for highly attractive vehicles. However, visitors should not exclusively focus on the top categories in this field because especially the smaller cubic capacity classes keep featuring adorable “mini racers” with a huge motorsport heart. They include the ‘Porsche of  the East’ for example: multiple German Rally champion Matthias Kahle in this race will be driving a Skoda 130 RS that in its day was a highly successful racing car in Eastern Europe. Obviously not to be forgotten at the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix either are the GT cars whose history has been continuing into present-day racing: the Porsche Carrera Cup Deutschland is visiting the event for the first time, showing that the latest version of the Porsche 911 GT3 Cup stands for top-calibre racing as well.
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