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Historic Formula One fascination at the Nürburgring

· Three weeks after the German F1, GP Historic Formula One will visit Germany
· Strong fields also in touring car, sportscar and GT races
· More than 500 historic racing cars at AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix

At the end of July, the FIA Formula One World Championship will visit Hockenheim for the German Grand Prix. Automobilclub von Deutschland (AvD) ist the sporting organiser of the event – as it has been for all German Grands Prix ever since the 1920s. Just three weeks later, AvD and its co-organisers are going to organise another race weekend at which Formula One cars will be playing one of the leading roles – albeit this time it will be the historic racing cars. The FIA Masters Historic Formula One Championship is holding its only rounds in Germany at the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix (9 to 11 August) and promises to take visitors on a time journey back to the 70s and 80s at the Nürburgring. Instead of Red Bull, Ferrari and Mercedes, Ligier, March, Tyrrell or Brabham will be on track and bring back memories of the era of the legendary Ford Cosworth DFV engines. The early days of motor racing’s top category will be represented with the Historic Grand Prix Cars up until 1965 as well, with front-engine Formula One cars alongside the first rear-engine cars. The other parts of the programme are brimming with fascinating racing cars too, from pre-war sportscars to single seaters of Formula Junior (1957 to 1963), GTs, sportscars and touring cars through to World Endurance Championship prototypes of the more recent past. Arguably, this variety of some 500 historic racing cars in action is hard to find anywhere else. Tickets for everyone wishing to witness this historic highlight are available via the ticket hotline on 0180 5 311210 (€0.14/min. from a German landline, maximum of €0.42 Min from a mobile phone). Additional ordering opportunities, current news and background information can be found on the official homepage at www.avd-ogp.de.

Historic Formula One: a parade of the big names
Brabham and Hesketh instead of Toro Rosso and Mercedes: at the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix the unforgotten ancestors of today’s Formula One cars will be on the grid. They evoke memories of the days when instead of today’s delicate, frightfully expensive hybrid engines there was just one dominant power-plant: the Ford Cosworth DFV which, following its development, practically took Formula One by storm from 1967 onwards. All cars in the field of the FIA Masters Historic Formula One Championship at the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix will use this legendary engine that in 19 years clinched an amazing number of 22 championship titles (twelve drivers’ and ten constructors’ championships). And since there was no question about engine choice, the unit paved the way for many teams that are still household names today. Frenchman Guy Ligier, Britons Ken Tyrrell and Frank Williams or Brazil’s Emerson Fittipaldi had all been active racers before entering Formula One with their own teams. Their models can be admired here and at the front of the Nürburgring field Briton Martin Stretton in a 1983 Tyrrell 012 and Italian Matteo Ferrer-Aza (1979 Ligier JS11/15 ) will arguably be dominating the action. Both are regularly taking turns at the top of the classification this season. The young Italian has scored one more race win to date than his UK competitor Stretton, who also won one of the two rounds at last year’s AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix and as a multiple champion in the series might benefit from his experience in the end. However, spectators can also picture other racers in the cockpits: Ligier’s regular driver Jacques Laffite competed in a JS11/15 at the time and the Tyrell was driven by Michele Alboreto, Stefan Bellof and Martin Brundle. Carlos Reutemann and Keke Rosberg were among the contenders who drove the 1981 Williams FW07C that will also be in the field – and thus a racing car of a team from those days that is still active in Grand Prix racing. By contrast, many other cars and teams have since been forgotten but can be admired here once again, such as the Merzario F1A3 driven by Bruno Ferrari (ITA). The single-seater from 1979 was one of the few cars which the team of the Italian sportscar and Formula One driver built and fielded (albeit with little success).  

Evolution of Formula racing to be watched live
The fascination exuded by the monoposti can also be felt in the race of the historic Grand Prix cars. This is where single seaters from three decades will be gathered, from the pre-war Grand Prix cars to the first cars racing in Formula One that was formed in 1950 and still using front engines through to the rear-engine models that were adopted in the 60s. Hence important evolutions in racing car construction can be seen in one race: from the brawny shapes and large radiators of the pre-war cars from MG and Maserati the path initially leads to the more streamlined post-war models. The Maserati 250F are inseparably linked to the Nürburgring because this is where Juan Manuel Fangio on course for his world championship title clinched a legendary victory in 1957 – one of the last of the front engine era because afterwards the cars went on to become increasingly flat, streamlined and lighter. The Lotus models in this field bear witness to this development whose driving force, not least, was Lotus boss Colin Chapman. This is not the only field to be filled to the brim at the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix. The FIA Lurani Trophy for Formula Junior cars was completely filled early on this year too because the maximum number of cars admissible to the race had been reached. As a result, spectators can also look forward to seeing an entire armada of junior racing cars in which – from 1957 onwards – future world class drivers learned their craft, and not only the drivers: many teams such as Brabham and Lola took their first steps here, and all over the world (even in the then Soviet Union) engines were developed. Consequently, the development steps were huge and technology as well as costs soon exploded. What back in those days ultimately led to the formula racing category is a feast for the eyes today: the model years of the cars in this race are separated by a maximum of five or six years. Even so, it appears as though a whole era were between the ‘original’ Formula Junior cars from Stanguellini and the streamlined models from Lotus. 

A programme as varied as motor racing itself
[bookmark: _GoBack]The other races at the Nürburgring promise exciting and action-packed motorsport entertainment as well. For instance, the stunning prototypes and GT cars of the Aston Martin Masters Endurance Legends that up until a few years ago were still competing in contemporary racing will be on the grid. They will make the air vibrate shortly after the start just like the FIA Masters Historic Sports Car Championship in which sportscars and GTs from the 60s and 70s with their awesome power output can be admired. The race of the two-seaters and GTs up until 1960/1961 will take the audience back in time by yet another decade. The competition of these treasures from motorsport history is expected to be completely booked out and, accordingly, varied, thrilling and worth watching. In addition, tremendous fields can be expected in the touring car and GT classes. Highlights here include the revival race of the Deutsche Rennsport-Meisterschaft / the 100-Mile-Trophy and the Touring Car Classics with their DTM cars from the 80s and 90s. The two sportscar and GT series A Gentle Drivers Trophy (GT and racing sportscars according to Annex K from 1947 to 1961) and the Masters Gentlemen Drivers (GTs up until 1966) will feature outstanding classics as well. Italian sportscar tradition will be upheld by the FCD RacingSeries in which three dozen Ferraris are expected to race. The driving programme will be rounded out by the pre-war cars of the Vintage Sports Car Trophy. They will perform regularity tests on the Grand Prix circuits and tours on track sections including the legendary Nordschleife where the rally cars of the ‘Slowly Sideways’ drivers’ association will be seen that will represent historic racing outside the circuit racing events at the weekend. 
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