[image: ]
Historic motorsport event receives smartphone app

· All key details about the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix on a smartphone
· 10 to 12 August packed with great races and highlights in the paddock
· Jaguar, Porsche and other partners with exhibits and guests of honour

The AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix will bring a festival atmosphere to the Nürburgring from 10 to 12 August, not featuring musicians or DJs but racers. This year the event, which is arguably the biggest race for historic motorsport vehicles, will be more colourful and varied than ever, offering new impressions and things to be discovered in practically every corner of the venue. A new dedicated event app for mobile end devices launched this year will make it easier for visitors to find their way round the great diversity of historic racing cars and to not miss out on anything of interest. The AvD OGP event app will deliver live reports and pictures, schedules and results lists to smartphones. The app will not only be of great assistance to visitors but also to those following the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix events at home because the Fuelish application developed by the ‘petrolhead community’ also offers stories to read up on the event, the track report and even some live streams. Information is available on the internet at www.AvD-OGP-App.de. There is truly a lot to be discovered that weekend, with constant on-track action ranging from the historic Formula One to the small Formula Junior cars and from the legendary DRM and DTM racing cars through to pre-war racing cars. As well as the tents in which the vehicles are prepared for racing being attractions in the paddock, numerous notable partners will use the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix for a great show, displaying fascinating cars and welcoming popular former or current drivers. Porsche Classic, for instance, will celebrate 70 years of Porsche sportscar history in the Mercedes-Arena and Jaguar the 50th anniversary of the luxury XJ saloon car in a dedicated area of the paddock along with exciting racing cars. Volvo and Skoda, plus newcomers Lotus and Isdera will be represented with remarkable exhibitions as well. In the large marquee of media partner Motor Klassik a special exhibition will be focused on Lotus’ 70th anniversary.   Event information and news can be found at www.avd-ogp.de and, starting in early August, on the AvD OGP app. Those wishing to buy their tickets in advance can either visit the homepage or call the hotline on 0180 5 311210 (€0.14/minute from a German landline, maximum of €0.42/minute from a mobile phone). 


AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix on smartphones free of charge
The cooperation with the ‘Fuelish’ start-up provides the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix with a new, exciting visitor and participant service: all the key details about the event are available on a smartphone app starting this year. Users only need to install the free Fuelish app, available in the Apple App Store and on Google Play, to have the big motorsport event on their own mobile devices. A week before the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix kicks off, the AvD OGP event app will become available within the Fuelish app and as a live version from the first minute of the event will make it possible for users to view pictures and articles of the event as well as listen to live commentaries of the track announcers or view available live streams, for instance of the Porsche Carrera Cup Deutschland. Race results, entrant lists, time and organisational schedules provide about all the key details while news and stories make for plenty of exciting reading. A dedicated section for participants has been set up as well with a wealth of valuable information for drivers and teams. “This app makes a digital experience of the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix possible on any smartphone,” says Dominic Lyncker (Head of Marketing / Communications / Sports of AvD). “The dedicated Fuelish team has come up with an idea that delivers a fantastic service to visitors and participants and also shares our classics event with people who are unable to personally visit the Nürburgring. We are delighted to see the historic motorsport festival taking a step into the digital future this way.” Information about the services of the AvD OGP app and downloading opportunities is available on the internet at www.AvD-OGP-App.de.

Red carpet rolled out for classic dream cars: Jaguar and Porsche at the Nürburgring
Visitors strolling from the Historic to the Grand Prix paddock at the Nürburgring will be received by Jaguar: the area dedicated to the British luxury brand near the Jaguar bend is focused on the 50th XJ anniversary. The saloon car originally designed by the company’s founder, Sir William Lyons, today is built in its eighth generation. Some originals will be showcased at the Nürburgring – including a car from 1968, its year of ‘birth’, or the XJ that was used by the British Queen Mother. References to racing are provided by the XJ12 that competed in the 1976/77 European Touring Car Championship or by the XESV Project 8 that is accelerated to a top speed of 322 km/h by its 600 horsepower – the fastest Jaguar saloon car of all time. The other end of the paddock, in the Mercedes-Arena that has grown once again, will accommodate Porsche. The Zuffenhausen marque has a lot to celebrate as well, including the 70th anniversary of the sportscar brand. Excerpts of what has been happening since the Type 356 ‘No 1’ from 1948 till today will be displayed at the Nürburgring. Porsche Classic, for instance, will honour the 30th anniversary of the Porsche 964 but will obviously put its motorsport tradition in the limelight at the Nürburgring as well. After all, it was only this June that world endurance racing champion Timo Bernhard broke Stefan Bellof’s longstanding record on the legendary Nordschleife, so the tradition-steeped brand will be represented with its latest models as well – in the form of the Porsche Carrera Cup Deutschland. In this fast one-make cup the drivers compete in the most recent versions of the Porsche 911 GT3 Cup car.

Numerous partners and live music in the paddock
The paddock at the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix offers so much to be discovered that visitors will truly be spoilt for choice. Obviously, this is where all the outstanding historic vehicles will be seen that will duel each other on the race track, plus there will be a number of other exhibits. Skoda, for example, has borrowed a few rarities from the factory’s museum including the rare Skoda 200 RS, the F3 (1964) single-seater racing and the 1100 OHC – a 92-hp roadster from 1958. The 130RS dubbed as the ‘Porsche of the East’ will travel to the Eifel as well. These and other cars will also be seen in the parades (Friday at 2.10 PM and 11.40 AM). Beautiful cars will be showcased in the paddock by Volvo, Isdera and Lotus as well. The latter will be present particularly in the Motor Klassik marquee where Clive Chapman (the son of Lotus’ founder Colin Chapman) will be interviewed. Equally attractive will be autograph sessions with brief interviews on the TÜV Rheinland stand where Christian Danner, Volker Strycek and Frank Stippler have announced their attendance. The tradition-steeped watchmaker Junghans is underlining its role as official timekeeper in a display of special watches at the Ring from the factory’s museum that was opened at the company’s headquarters in Schramberg. Another pleasant place for a break will be a beer garden at the Grand Prix paddock with live music performed on stage. On Saturday, the ‘Quattro Soulists’ and on Sunday the classics rock band ‘Tush’ will play.
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Brief news

Motor Klassik with special AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix issue
The Motor Klassik special-interest magazine provides comprehensive coverage of the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix as its media partner. It includes a 36-page Motor Klassik special dedicated to the event published along with the August issue (available since 11 July). In addition to practical information such as the programme and track map or tips for visitors, the special covers topics of interest such as the Jaguar XJ in racing or Porsche’s racing history. The magazine put together by an expert editorial team is a cornerstone of the commitment that will continue at the event, for instance with the traditional readers’ parades around the Grand Prix circuit and the Nordschleife, plus the large marquee in the paddock. In addition to hosting the Jaguar exhibition and interviews with Clive Chapman, this is the place where this year’s edition cup can be obtained and a catering area extends an invitation to engage in ‘petrol talks’ with expert visitors. 

AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix with relaunched homepage
In time for the final phase of preparations for the event the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix homepage was relaunched. As in the past, all the key details are available at www.avd-ogp.de – but now in a more neatly arranged format. The start page immediately greets visitors with the latest news and an in-board video gets them in the mood for the Nürburgring. Of course, advance ticket sales are conspicuously linked to the start page as well. The individual rubrics that can be clicked here provide additional information for participants and visitors. 

Nürburgring remembers Wolfgang Graf Berghe von Trips
Motorsport history is seldom as directly traceable as it is here: while at the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix the small Formula Junior cars of the FIA Lurani Trophy are racing the ring°werk – the Nürburgring’s motorsport adventure museum – features a new, exciting department. In an exhibition titled ‘Graf Berghe von Trips – Ritter, Reiter, Rennfahrer’ (Graf Berghe von Trips – Knight, Rider, Racing Driver) exhibits from the Trips Museum originally located in Kerpen permanently moved to the Nürburgring in May. The imperial knight who would have celebrated his 90th birthday this year acquired fame not only as a successful Formula One driver (1957 to 1961), but was actively committed to his sport off track as well – for instance as a co-founder of the DSK (Deutscher Sportfahrer Kreis – German Sports Drivers Circle) – and also had a big heart for young drivers. As well as importing the first karts to Germany, he initiated the first German Formula Junior races. 

AvD OGP collection 2018: available in the shop starting in the race week
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dark-blue with red accentuating details – this is the short answer to a commonly asked question by AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix fans prior to the event: the one about the colour of the current year’s collection. The popular jumper with the logos of the event partners will become available in these colours just like the cap, softshell jacket and polo shirt shortly before the event weekend kicks off. The first articles will start selling at the beginning of the week before the AvD OGP although, obviously, the safest choice will be to buy at the venue. The paddock will include the merchandising shop of the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix where the current and many articles from previous years can be obtained. The popular collection is offered on the internet at .avd-ogp-shop.de.
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