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Meeting of legendary drivers and vehicles 

· Ex World Sportscar Champion Derek Bell on grid in historic Porsche 911
· Leopold von Bayern, Harald Grohs and Volker Strycek return to DTM cockpit
· Son of Lotus founder Colin Chapman in an interview

At the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix (10 – 12 August 2018) motor racing of old will experience a revival. Hundreds of historic racing cars will put a spotlight on all the major eras of motorsport in the past 100 years. In addition to the metal and carbon highlights – including the FIA Masters Championship for Historic Formula One vehicles – the heroes from the past will be seen as well. A very special one is expected to join event partner Porsche Classic for an autograph session and an interview, plus compete in a race himself: two-time World Sportscar Champion Derek Bell who in the race of the Gentlemen Drivers (GT cars up until 1965) will be at the wheel of an early Porsche 911. Also to be interviewed – at the marquee of media partner Motor Klassik – will be a contemporary of the legendary Colin Chapman: his son, Clive Chapman, who, in addition to many memories will bring a fascinating Formula One Lotus to the ‘Ring’ to be displayed here. Many German fans are also looking forward to seeing numerous drivers that shaped the DRM and DTM. They include ex-Formula One and DTM driver Christian Danner (as Jaguar’s guest) and the DTM stars Harald Grohs, Leopold ‘Poldi’ von Bayern and Volker Strycek. The latter will return to the DTM cockpit to race in the ‘Touring Car Classics’. Information on the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix is available on the free AvD OGP event app for smartphones (details at www.AvD-OGP-App.de) or on the official homepage at www.avd-ogp.de where information on advance ticket sales can be found as well – the ticket hotline number is 0180 5 311210 (€0.14/min from a German landline, maximum of €0.42 from a mobile phone). 

World Sportscar Champion Derek Bell on the grid in a 911
The Porsche Classic marquee will be a particularly exciting venue when sportscar legend Derek Bell visits for an interview. The Briton, after all, made motorsport history more than once. He clinched two world championship titles, five victories at Le Mans and teamed up with many other legendary drivers, having for instance shared the Rothmans Porsche 956 with Stefan Bellof who in the early 80s was regarded as Germany’s greatest up-and-coming driver and in those days set a record lap on the Nordschleife that existed for decades. It was broken just recently – also by a Porsche, this one driven by World Sportscar Champion Timo Bernhardt. At the Ring, Bell will not only talk about his exciting days in motor racing, but take the wheel himself. In the race of the ‘Gentlemen Drivers’ he will drive a Porsche 911.

Former DTM stars to race again
The paddock of the ‘Touring Car Classics’ can be expected to turn into a crowd-puller, not only due to the more than three dozen racing cars from the DTM, ITC and STW. The drivers to line up on the grid here are highly popular as well and, like the fans, fondly remember the days that were arguably the best in German touring car racing in the 80s and 90s. Harald Grohs, for instance, will race in a Vogelsang BMW M3 from 1987 – and was instantly victorious in the brand new car at the time. It marked the beginning of a sheer endless winning streak for the legendary ‘3’. Leopold ‘Poldi von Bayern is another M3 driver in the field who are likely still as popular today as they were in the past. And of course on the grid as well will be AvD Vice President Volker Strycek: the first DTM Champion will be driving an Opel Astra in STW trim from 1994. Other former DTM and STW drivers are Christian Menzel and Marc Hessel sharing a 1988 BMW M3 and Volker Schneider driving a Ford Sierra RS 5500.

70 years of Lotus: Chapman’s son Clive to tell the story…
Clive Chapman will tell the story of a totally different motorsport era. The son of Lotus founder Colin Chapman is a top-calibre witness of that period and will be seen in an interview at the Motor Klassik marquee on Saturday. Surrounded by a vehicle exhibition honouring the 70th anniversary of the sportscar marque, he will talk about life with his ingenious and eccentric father. Plus, Chapman will bring a very special exhibit to the Eifel – a Formula One car that went down in history. The Type 49 to be displayed is a two-time Monaco winning car in which Graham Hill won the legendary Grand Prix in 1968 and 1969. By the way, at the Nürburgring, Hill finished runner-up in it and in between – unthinkable for a Formula One car today – it was on track with another driver: Jochen Rindt piloted the 49 in the Tasman Series in early 1969 before it was fielded again for Hill
.


Prominent guests at a glance

The AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix from 10 to 12 August is a festival for historic motorsport at which not only the cars are in the limelight, as a number of notable racing drivers from the past will visit the Ring as well. The following list of popular guests is not intended to be exhaustive but does show that those visiting the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix paddock should keep their eyes open because encounters with highly interesting personalities are practically included in the price for the admission ticket.

Derek Bell	The former British racing driver (* 31 October 1941) in the early days of his career made it all the way into Formula One. The series that made him famous, though, was the World Sportscar Championship because he won the 24 Hours of Le Mans five times in total, with four of these wins clinched in a Porsche with teammates Jacky Ickx and Hans-Joachim Stuck. In 1985 and 1986 he became World Sportscar Champion as well. At the weekend he will visit Porsche Classic for interviews and an autograph session and race himself too: in race 9 (Gentlemen Drivers – GTs up until 1965) he will be at the wheel of an early Porsche 911.
Clive Chapman	is the son of legendary Lotus founder Colin Chapman and his wife, Hazel. Today, he heads up the Classic Team Lotus which – obviously – is dedicated to Lotus cars. As a witness of that era, he will provide a first-hand account of life with the legendary and fascinating racing car constructor and motorsport visionary who shaped Formula One in the 70s like hardly anyone else. 
Christian Danner	The former Formula One driver (36 starts between 1985 and 1989) became popular as a TV commentator for RTL Formula One broadcasts, among other things. His career path also included the DTM (139 starts, 5 victories between 1988 and 1996). At the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix he will be seen in a talk session as chief instructor of the Jaguar Driving Academy and will sign autographs at TÜV Rheinland as well. 
Harald Grohs	The native of Essen (*28 January 1944) ‘Nippel’ Grohs will be in the field of race 10 (Touring Car Classics) where together with co-organiser Ralph Bahr he will drive the 1987 BMW M3 he used to race for the Vogelsang team in the DTM. Grohs has 80 races and seven victories in the series under his belt. 
Marc Hessel	In 1987, as a member of the BMW Juniors Team, he was a regular in the DTM and even part of the close circle of title candidates up until the finale. However, he finished the season in third place due to a team order. Before leaving the series in 1988 he finished 22 races on podium three times. In race 10 (Touring Car Classics) he will drive a BMW E30 M3 DTM that he will share with Christian Menzel.
Matthias Kahle	The seven-time German Rally Champion (*04 March 1969) numbers among Germany’s best rally racers. In addition to championship titles in 1997, 2000 to 2002, 2004, 2005 and 2010, he clinched numerous victories and other titles. At the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix, he will be on track in race 7 (AvD Touring Car and GT Trophy) driving a ‘Porsche of the East’ – a Skoda 130 RS. In addition, as a Skoda brand ambassador, he will be on hand as an expert contact person in the paddock.
Christian Menzel	The former DTM driver Menzel (* 22 June 1971 in Langenfeld, Rhineland) raced an Opel on 15 occasions but was also on the STW grid in 1996 and 1997. In 1998 he wrote a small chapter in motorsport history when he was part of the driver squad that clinched the first diesel-powered victory in a 24-hour race on the Nordschleife in a BMW 320d. At the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix he will compete in race 10 (Touring Car Classics) driving a BMW E30 M3 DTM to be shared with Marc Hessel.
Peter Mücke	The racing driver and motorsport team boss (* 21. November 1946) is truly a self-made man whose career started in GDR motorsport (eleven GDR championship titles in circuit and autocross racing, three-time European Autocross Champion). As a team principal he has been active in the DTM and junior single-seater racing series. The many top-calibre drivers that used to race for his team include Sebastian Vettel, for example. In race 4 (Revival Deutsche Rennsport-Meisterschaft) he will drive a Ford Capri – a turbo rocket in which Klaus Ludwig clinched his championship title in 1980.
Stefan Mücke	is a racing driver and claimed numerous successes in FIA GT, DTM (2002 to 2006), the Le Mans Series and in endurance racing (works driver for Aston Martin) such as finishing runner-up in the FIA World GT1 Championship. The likeable Berliner will compete in race 4 (Revival Deutsche Rennsport-Meisterschaft) in a Ford Capri RS 3100 from 1974 – being pitted against his father, Peter (with considerably more engine power), and others.
Lili Reisenbichler	The native of Slovenia (* 18 November 1948) competed in many touring car races in the 70s and 80s, in an NSU and Audi as well as in a BMW M1 and even in a Zakspeed Turbo Capri which she raced in the DRM and the European Touring Car Championship. Her major successes included a class victory in the 1000 kilometres at the Nürburgring in 1981 in an Escort RS 2000. At the AvD Oldtimer she will be a guest of Skoda’s and promote the KinderHerz Foundation as an ambassador. 
Etienne Salomé	The French designer and artist created two special works of art on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the Porsche sportscar: ‘70 Years Man Machine’ and ‘Porsche Tachometers’ both of which take their cues from the speedometer as the ‘central interface between the driver and vehicle’. He is expected for an interview and autograph session at Porsche Classic.
Bertram Schäfer	As a team principal and series organiser, the motorsport professional who was born in Bitburg in 1946 made a lasting mark especially on the German Formula 3 scene. Following the Formula 3 championship title he clinched himself in 1978, he stepped down from his own driver career and expanded his BSR Team into a talent incubator. The team claimed seven German Formula 3 championship titles in 20 years. Stefan Bellof, Kris Nissen, Tom Kristensen and Nick Heidfeld were among those who learned their trade here. 
Volker Schneider	The former DTM driver competed in the series in 1986 as a privateer driver. In the Touring Car Classics (race 10) he has been among the regular starters in his Ford Sierra RS 5000 – of course also in the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix.
Frank Stippler	The successful race driver (* 9 April 1975 in Cologne) was on the grid in the DTM, the Porsche Carrera Cup (2003 champion) and other series. At the Nürburgring, Stippler, who has a degree in engineering and was involved in the development of the Audi R8 LMS for GT3 racing and other projects, will be on site as a brand ambassador of TÜV Rheinland.
Volker Strycek	is involved in the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix in multiple roles – which seems to be routine for the busy engineer (*13 October 1957). Following his highly successful DTM career (105 races, championship title in 1984) he switched to a managerial role, serving as DTM project leader at Opel and temporarily as head of sport of the Rüsselsheim carmaker. Today he is still active in the industry, serves as AvD Vice President for Sport and Youth and for more than ten years has been teaching at TU Berlin as well. In race 10 (Touring Car Classics), he will be driving an Opel Astra and will also be a guest in interview sessions at TÜV Rheinland.
Michal Velebny	The head of Skoda’s Museum Workshop will personally travel to the Nürburgring to take care of the museum exhibits displayed in the paddock at Skoda. Obviously, he will also be the right person to contact for a tour of the racing history of the Czech automobile brand. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Leopold von Bayern	The Bavarian prince (* 21 June 1943) was a regular in the DTM between 1984 and 1992 following previous success in the DRM (1969 championship runner-up in an Alfa Romeo). In 80 events he captured one podium finish – plus a personal place in the heart of the fans – because the congenial BMW driver was always ready to have fun, particularly in the company of his friends, Hans-Joachim Stuck and Dieter Quester. In race 10 (Touring Car Classics) of the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix he will – naturally – drive a BMW E30 M3 DTM.
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