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Sportscar history comes alive at the Nürburgring

· AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix shows legendary, fast and beautiful sportscars
· Extremely well-filled field with sportscars from the 50s
· Numerous fascinating prototypes and GTs in other racing classes

The AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix will put the spotlight on legendary sportscars this year. After the deadline for submission of entries has expired, the fields for the twelve different racing classes to be seen on the Nürburgring in 20 races and regularity tests (RTs) from 9 to 11 August have been finalised. Besides fantastically filled touring car and GT fields and superb single-seater races it will, not least, be the sportscar races that will offer a unique blend of motorsport history and automotive fascination: for instance, the brawny Group 4 and Le Mans vehicles from 1962 to 1964 in the FIA Masters Historic Sports Car Championship or the spectacular sports prototypes and GTs of the more recent World Championship and Le Mans history in the races of the Aston Martin Masters Endurance Legends whose vehicles encompass the years from 1995 to 2012. The special highlight, though, will be the fully filled 50-car field of the two-seaters and GTs up until 1960/61: there’s hardly another class that combines elegance and performance in this way and, at the same time, stands for an important era in automotive engineering. Porsche 904, 718 and 356 are going to battle here against the legendary models from Lister, Maserati, Bizzarini and company – a race to be relished not only by experts. Hence the first race of this category will also mark the emotive highlight of the weekend on Saturday night. Starting at 8.30 pm, the cars will be driving into the evening twilight and be met by a fireworks display at the Hatzenbachbogen after having crossed the finishing line. Tickets for everyone wishing to witness this outstanding spectacle are available via the ticket hotline on 0180 5 311210 (€0.14/min. from a German landline, maximum of €0.42 per minute from a mobile phone). Links to the ticket shop and updates can be found on the official homepage at www.avd-ogp.de. 

Two-seaters and GTs up until 1960/61: at the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix, the title of this race stands for a veritable treasure chest of beautiful models. It is the sportscars and GTs that in the 50s competed at Le Mans, in the 1000-km races at the Nürburgring, in the World Sportscar Championship and in other endurance classics. This year, the field is extremely well-filled and offers a representative cross section of the iconic endurance races in the 50s. Three Maserati A6GCS will be fighting with two Porsche RSK 718 or five Lister models from the late 50s. Two of the rare Bizzarrini will be on track – and of course other important vehicles from those days will be there as well. The legendary Mercedes-Benz 300 SL will battle with the no less elegant Ferrari 250 GT in the ‘short’ Berlinetta SWB sport version. On the grid as well will be the early Lotus (founded in 1952) and Lola (1958) cars and of course the ‘original’ Porsche 356: this first production model not only marked the beginning of the rise of the Stuttgart-based brand to the level of a legend among sportscar constructors but also of the history of the Carrera models named after the ‘Carrera Panamericana’. The organisers were able to accept entries for 50 cars and with a heavy heart even had to say no to some superb automobiles! Arguably, though, the great response has resulted in the most spectacular field to have been seen in this ‘classic’ of races at the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix in recent years. 

Historic sportscar fascination galore: power, power, power
The field of the racing cars from the fifties seamlessly continues in the Masters Historic Sports Car Championship, where the sportscars and prototypes from the 60s and 70s will be seen – and they, as well, reflect important motorsport milestones. Among the sportscars the first McLaren models will be on track and among the GTs the first Porsche 911 that succeeded the 356 models in the early 60s will appear. These cars are true power-horses because engines with up to 5.7 litres of displacement are operating underneath their beautifully shaped bodywork. However, the Aston Martin Masters Endurance Legends even top this: the newest sportscars of the weekend are fitted with engines that have up to six litres of displacement. This is where the cars will be seen that most recently still competed in the FIA World Endurance Championship. In terms of performance they are the most powerful models of the weekend and with them, in a way – for the time being! – the brand comes full circle because the Aston Martin GTs and sportscars from the early 2000s will be seen here – the descendants of the vehicles from the field of the 50s sportscars. This puts the spotlight on entire company histories: the Lola Mk1 from the field of the 50s are followed by the Lola T70 from the field of the FIA Masters Historic Sports Car Championship and the Lola Aston BDR1-2 (from 2009) or the Lola B12/60 (2012) in the Aston Martin Masters Endurance Legends. The Porsche evolution will be found at the event as well: represented by the 356 (night race), 911 (Historic Sports Cars) and the Porsche 996 GT3 that in the Endurance Legends will be pitted against models such as the Ferrari 458 and the Aston Martin Vantage.



Time journey of motorsport history
[bookmark: _GoBack]Visitors will be able to witness what has been said above about sportscars in the other races as well: the time journey goes back to the early days of Formula One (Historic Grand Prix Cars) and extends all the way into the era of the legendary Cosworth engines (FIA Masters Historic Formula One Championship). In addition, the FIA Lurani Trophy for Formula Junior cars will be an important highlight of single-seater racing. The revival race of the Deutsche Rennsport-Meisterschaft that will be on the grid together with the FHR-100-Mile-Trophy will feature a colourful mix of GTs and sportscars this year. In addition, touring cars and GTs from the fifties to the eighties will compete in several well-filled fields – plus, the FCD RacingSeries will present more than 30 Ferrari racing cars of the recent past. Not to forget: the pre-war cars that will start to their tours and regularity tests from the Historic Paddock. There will also be plenty to see apart from these events. In the paddock, admission to which is included in every ticket, many manufacturers, teams and partners will be exhibiting additional road-going and racing cars of historic value. Information and merchandising will be offered there as well and catering will be available in the beer garden and at other locations along with live music. The youngest guests can look forward to the Kids’ World in the Mercedes-Arena adjacent to the Porsche Classic complex. This is another contribution to the family-friendly character of the event to which children and teenagers up to and including the age of 17 (accompanied by an adult) are admitted free of charge. Quite literally, there will something going on in every corner of the complex and experts will get their money’s worth just like families with children.  
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