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Emotive festival of motorsport and automotive history in front of an impressive crowd

· Some 500 historic racing cars at 47th AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix 
· 53,500 spectators witness thrilling historic races at the Nürburgring
· Paddock turned into a unique hub of automotive history

With a veritable armada of beautiful, fast and legendary racing cars, the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix enthralled spectators at the Nürburgring this weekend (9 to 11 August). At the 47th edition of this tradition-steeped festival, 20 races and regularity tests took them on a time journey from the pre-war era all the way to the World Endurance Championship racing cars of the 2010s. Highlights were the rounds in the historic FIA series for Formula One Cars from the Cosworth era, for sportscars from the1960s and 1970s and for Formula Junior cars. Just 14 days after the German Grand Prix at Hockenheim, for the sporting organisation of which AvD has been responsible since 1926, Germany’s automobile club with the longest tradition, together with its co-organisers, CHRSN, HMSC and Histomobil, hosted the pinnacle event of the German historic motorsport season. The 53,500 spectators at the venue saw some 500 historic racing cars in various classes, in which the sportscars and GTs from the 1950s and the touring cars from the former DTM and DRM were celebrated as well. Particularly in these classes numerous past and present stars took the wheel themselves. They included unforgotten DTM legends such as Leopold Prinz von Bayern and Klaus Niedzwiedz, three-time Le Mans winner Marco Werner and ex-DTM driver and Porsche team principal Olaf Manthey. Information and stories from the race weekend, all results and many photographic impressions are available on the official homepage of the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix at www.avd-ogp.de.

The emotive weekend, the impressive fields full of historically valuable vehicles and the extremely positive feedback from the participants once again rewarded the organiser’s efforts. “The AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix is our pinnacle event of historic motorsport that we invest a lot of hard work in all year long,” said AvD President Ludwig Fürst zu Löwenstein-Wertheim-Freudenberg. “It is important to us to always offer a varied programme to our visitors – which we have been doing for 47 years. We are delighted that this year, with two racing series of Fahrergemeinschaft Historischer Rennsport (FHR), we again managed to add some new touches to the event.” 
On the race track the typical Nürburgring weather again played a prominent part. Following changeable conditions in Friday’s qualifying sessions, the weather on the race Saturday increasingly took a turn towards the sunny side, so adding some more spice to the competition because on the wet track in qualifying the lighter and more agile classic cars frequently had an advantage, while in the races in dry conditions the more powerful vehicles were able to leverage their strengths. Hence the spectators saw gripping races with many position battles. The evening race of the sportscars from the 1950s was again the major highlight this year. During this race under a red evening sky not only the Eifel presented its most beautiful side, but the rare and legendary two-seat GTs and sportscars up until 1960/61 literally shone in their best light, too. In the end, in the field with Bizzarrini, Lister Knobbly, Porsche RSK 917 and other automotive legends, a 1960 Lotus 15 was the front runner: the Swiss Michael Gans won the round in front of Mark Lewis / Julian Majzub (both BGR, Lister Chevrolet Knobbly from 1959). “At this moment, the spirit of this event becomes particularly tangible,” commented AvD President Fürst Löwenstein. “When these stunning sportscars reach the finish in the evening twilight and are met by a fireworks display, this makes for a beautiful conclusion of the first race day and a special highlight of the whole weekend.” In the racing highlight of the weekend an ‘old acquaintance’ took the top spot: Martin Stretton (GBR) in a Tyrrell 012 won both rounds of the FIA Masters Historic Formula One Championship. In the 1983 Formula One car sporting a Benetton livery he had clinched a first and a second position in both races last year.  

Former DTM stars are delighted about the Revival
Quite a few drivers took advantage of the opportunity at the Nürburgring to drive a car from their personal past. Especially in the vehicles from the DTM, STW and ITC that raced in the ‘Touring Car Classics’ many former DTM drivers were at the wheel. Prinz Leopold von Bayern raced – of course! – in a BMW M3 and Klaus Niedzwiedz drove a Ford Sierra RS500 in the Revival of the legendary Ringshausen team. “That the response by the general public is so huge is truly impressive,” said the racer who hails from Dortmund. “Many visitors here are from my own generation but I also see many younger people who are interested in these cars. The big advantage here is that they can get very close to the cars – quite unlike in today’s DTM or Formula One and this intimacy inspires enthusiasm.”  In an Opel Omega from 1990 Volker Strycek was active on the race track. Today’s AvD Sport President used to drive it as a works driver in the Irmscher team in the DTM but later entered the Omega in the VLN at the Nürburgring as well. “This car evokes a lot of emotions,” he said with obvious delight. “Many fans still remember it from the past.” Strycek also enjoyed the special kind of ‘class meeting’ – for instance with ex-DTM drivers Armin Hahne, Kris Nissen and Hubert Haupt: “Many former colleagues, some of whom I haven’t seen in years, are here. Naturally, it’s fun to contest races with them again.” So it comes as no surprise that a number of other racers from the past were itching to drive again themselves, too – such as the former DRM amazon Lili Reisenbichler, who had travelled to the Nürburgring as a guest this weekend. “This is pure motorsport – sheer emotion,” she said, obviously impressed. “These cars are still running without servo and software. If it were possible, I’d like to take the wheel myself here one day.” Other races with popular drivers sitting in the cockpit brought back memories as well: three-time Le Mans winner Marco Werner, for instance, drove a small Formula Junior Lotus as well as an eight-litre car from the CanAm. Ex-DTM driver Harald Becker was in action in the historic Formula One field in an Arrows A3 and Matthias Kahle, Skoda brand ambassador and seven-time German Rally Champion, competed in the AvD Touring Car and GT Trophy at the wheel of a small Skoda RS130 – the ‘Porsche of the east’. He summarised his impressions in these words: “It’s great to see these historic racing cars here in the paddock or in the pit lane garages. I feel that this is one of the most beautiful historic events for classic cars because they can also be seen in actual races.”  

Stunning appearances by the event’s partners – Special Award for Lotus
With their impressive appearances, the partners of the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix created numerous attractions as well.  “The commitment, for instance by Porsche, Alfa Romeo, Volvo, Skoda, Lotus and TÜV Rheinland, is indispensable,” AvD President Fürst Löwenstein is convinced. “They help us with their presence – and, not least, by showing spectacular vehicles in the paddock and on the race track. At the same time, we offer them an excellent stage for their own activities at the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix.” Porsche Classic, for instance, perfectly realised this opportunity in a 16,000-square metre area: the Stuttgart-based brand celebrated the anniversary of the 914 here, demonstrated its expertise in the supply of spare parts and also thrilled the audience with 500 customer and guest cars that transformed the Mercedes-Arena into a huge Porsche museum. Ulrike Lutz, Head of Porsche Classic, commented: “We have been present here at the AvD Oldtimer Grand Prix for many years and are delighted about the opportunity to come into direct contact with our current customers and perhaps future ones as well. The emotional environment directly alongside the race track is ideal for this mutual exchange because our mission is to offer to drivers of classic Porsche cars the original spare parts they need for the preservation of their wonderful vehicles.” Skoda, Lotus and Volvo showcased fabulous exhibits from their factory collections as well and the tradition-steeped British brand also took advantage of the opportunity to provide a glimpse of the future. A new car for customer racing – the Lotus Evora GT4 – celebrated its European debut this weekend, plus there was another reason to celebrate: in recognition of the brand’s outstanding achievements in automotive development and, above all, its successful relaunch, Automobilclub von Deutschland (AvD) presented the Lotus representatives at the Nürburgring with a Special Award. On behalf of Lotus, Georg Prisner, Territory Manager Central Europe, accepted the accolade presented by AvD President Ludwig Fürst zu Löwenstein-Wertheim-Freudenberg and AvD Secretary General Lutz Leif Linden in the presence of numerous members of the media. “The OGP is a tradition of driving,” said Prisner. “Here at the Nürburgring, sportscars and racing cars are in their element. For Lotus, this is exactly the right environment because, after all, we started out on the race track.” 

Closeness to fans is of a central importance
[bookmark: _GoBack]What thrilled many spectators delighted the active participants as well: the particularly close connection between drivers, teams and visitors that added to the event’s special festival atmosphere. “This is particularly important to us,” said AvD Sport President Volker Strycek. “This casual atmosphere can be felt throughout the paddock. As a driver and organiser it is a particular pleasure to contribute to this. I hope that we will always continue to be able to energise the spectators in this way and to whet their appetite for historic vehicles.” The automotive engineer and professional racer also contributed to this endeavour on another level: Strycek was invited as an expert to public discussion rounds hosted by event partner TÜV Rheinland. The talks with experts from the Classic Cars Competence Centre of TÜV Rheinland were focused on the preservation of the automobile as a cultural asset. “This is a very exciting and repeatedly discussed topic,” said Strycek. “Besides subjects like authenticity it also involves safety aspects, for instance relating to spare parts.”  Hence, in addition to conveying the fascination and tradition of motorsport, information was an element of this event which, as a result, comprehensively lived up to its claim of being the highest-calibre historic motor racing event in Continental Europe. 
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